
United States R\tent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPABTMENT .OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Viigima 2231 M450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


" CONFlKK^ATPfoN f^ 


09/486,280 




02/24/2000 


DENNIS R. THOMAS 


29038/10006 


3654 


7590 


07/07/2003 









MARSHALL OTOOLE GERSTEIN MURRAY & BORUN 

6300 SEARS TOWER 

233 SOUTH WACKER DRIVE 

CHICAGO, IL 60606-6402 



EXAMINER 



KRIZEK, JANICE LEE 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3652 

DATE MAILED: 07/07/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



Office Action Summary 




Janice Krizek 



Art Unit 

3652 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE TZ^^^S'mO NTH (SI FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

. Extensions of tJmo may be avaUafale under the provistons of 37 CFR 1.136 (a). In no event, however, may a repfy be timely filed after SIX.(6) MONTHS from the 
macltng date of this communicaftmn. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (301 days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days wUI be considered timely. 
. If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutoiy period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication- 
. Faaure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.SX. 5 1 33|- 

- Any foply received by the Office later than throe months after the mailing date of this communication, even « timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustnrwnt. See 37 CFR 1, 704(b). 

Status 

1)^^ Resppnsive to communication(s) filed on 
2a) □ This action is FINAL Zbffa* This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle. 1 935 CD, 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) / a^y^ 3-^^^^ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) Z^^ ^7 ^^UiJ Sl^^^ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) ^ is/are allowed. 

6) ^^ Claim(s) 5. v^-//, ^/-^^ 3r-:?L is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claims 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
TOlD The drawing(s) filed on 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 DD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: alD approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All Some* c)^ None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



is/are a) □ accepted or blD objected to by the Examiner. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e). 
a)n The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

1 5) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § § 1 20 and/or 1 21 . 

Attachment(&) 

D^Slotice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4, Q interview Summary (PTO-4131 Paper No(s). 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Ofawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PT0.152I 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-14491 Paper No(8). 6) Q Other: 
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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 5-18, 21-26 and 28-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Rohr (U.S. Patent No. 5,573,363). 

Rohr '363 discloses a multi-purpose vessel 10 including dredge assembly 14, hopper 78 
and transfer conveyors 12. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 5-18, 21-26 and 28-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Rohr (U.S. Patent No. 5,259,130). 

Rohr '130 discloses a multi-purpose vessel 1 having dredge assembly 9, hopper 15 and 
transfer conveyor 14. 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3, 5-18, 21-26 and 28-36 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this conmiuni cation or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Examiner Janice Krizek whose telephone number is (703) 308-2026. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays through Fridays from 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eileen Lillis, can be reached at (703) 308-3248. The fax numbers for Technology 
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Art Unit: 3652 

Center 3600 are (703) 872-9326 (for responses before final rejection), (703) 872-9327 (for 
responses after final rejection) and (703) 872-9325 (for customer service). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Center receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 1 13. 
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Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 3600 



